THE CLOSE OF THE WAR

solution. Gradually evidence as to the local con-
ditions reached America. The Administration was
anxious for the commissioners to have the latest
information, and, as Admiral Dewey remained in-
dispensable at Manila, General Merritt was or-
dered to report at Paris, where he arrived on the
6th of October. He was of the opinion that the
Americans must remain in the Philippines, and his
reports were sustained by a cablegram from Dewey
on the 14th of October reading: "Spanish author-
ity has been completely destroyed in Luzon, and
general anarchy prevails without the limits of the
city and Bay of Manila. Strongly probable that
islands to the south will fall into the same state
soon." The history of the previous few years and
existing conditions made it highly improbable that
Spanish domination could ever be restored. The
withdrawal of the United States would therefore
not mean the reestablishment of Spanish rule but
no government at all.

As to the regime which would result from our
withdrawal, Admiral Dewey judged from the con-
dition of those areas where Spanish authority had
already ceased and that of the Americans had not
yet been established. "Distressing reports," he
cabled, "have been received of inhuman cruelty